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     Washington has 87 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 1.8% of all such institutions in the 
United States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 365,412 students as of fall 2015 (328,893 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 36,519 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is an increase of 938 students (or 0.3%) from the 
number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 78,374 (72,171 undergraduates and 6,203 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 21.4% of the enrolled student body, which is lower than the national average rate of 29.7%.  The 
number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 12,007 (or 18.1%) between fall 2012 and fall 
2015.  This is higher than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     32,368 students in Washington are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 28,233 undergraduates and 4,135 
graduates. This represents 8.9% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is lower than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 28,560 (or 88.2% of these exclusively online students) live in Washington, the remainder come from outside of the 
state.  This rate is higher than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 333,044, or 91.1% of the total student enrollment in 
Washington. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (92.5% from 337,021 
students in 2012). The -1.3% rate is a smaller change than the national 1.7% decrease.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment
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Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in Washington

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 University of Washington-Seattle Campus 45,408 31,063 14,345 Public

2 Washington State University 29,686 24,470 5,216 Public

3 Western Washington University 15,332 14,402 930 Public

4 Bellevue College 13,398 13,398 0 Public

5 Eastern Washington University 12,361 11,300 1,061 Public

6 Central Washington University 11,993 11,112 881 Public

7 Clark College 10,477 10,477 0 Public

8 Spokane Community College 10,218 10,218 0 Public

9 Edmonds Community College 8,571 8,571 0 Public

10 Green River College 8,153 8,153 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Spokane Community College 6,961 10,218 3,257 Public
2 Washington State University 27,679 29,686 2,007 Public
3 University of Washington-Seattle Campus 43,485 45,408 1,923 Public
4 University of Washington-Bothell Campus 4,172 5,277 1,105 Public
5 South Seattle College 4,998 6,076 1,078 Public
6 Cascadia College 2,736 3,497 761 Public
7 Pierce College-Puyallup 3,413 4,154 741 Public
8 Central Washington University 11,268 11,993 725 Public
9 University of Washington-Tacoma Campus 3,919 4,599 680 Public

10 Renton Technical College 3,312 3,961 649 Public

Distance Enrollment in Washington

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Washington State University 4,949 3,863 1,086 Public
2 Bellevue College 4,871 4,871 0 Public
3 University of Washington-Seattle Campus 4,381 3,434 947 Public
4 Central Washington University 3,816 3,384 432 Public
5 Clark College 3,144 3,144 0 Public
6 Pierce College-Fort Steilacoom 2,986 2,986 0 Public
7 Edmonds Community College 2,783 2,783 0 Public
8 Green River College 2,711 2,711 0 Public
9 Olympic College 2,482 2,482 0 Public

10 Spokane Community College 2,431 2,431 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 University of Washington-Seattle Campus 2,431 4,381 1,950 Public
2 Washington State University 3,404 4,949 1,545 Public
3 Central Washington University 2,484 3,816 1,332 Public
4 City University of Seattle 1,270 2,347 1,077 Private not-for-profit
5 Eastern Washington University 1,025 2,058 1,033 Public
6 Spokane Community College 1,926 2,431 505 Public
7 Clark College 2,649 3,144 495 Public
8 Western Washington University 525 989 464 Public
9 Spokane Falls Community College 1,926 2,361 435 Public

10 Green River College 2,302 2,711 409 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


